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Books
JOURNEY AMONG MEN, by 
Jock Marshall, Russell 
Drysdale. Sun Books, 220 pp. 
$1.65.
T H IS  is a welcome paper-back edi­
tion of the orig inal published in 1962. 
Many will find p a rticu la r joy in  R us­
sell D rysdale’s drawings, although 
these and the  tex t fully complement 
each other.
Innum erab le  books have been w rit­
ten  of the heat, a rid ity  and grandeur 
of A ustralia 's in land  and th e  ways of 
its inhab itan ts, hum an  and anim al, 
b u t not since Joseph F urphy’s Such  
Is L ife  have the  in term inable  miles 
betw een camp and camp been trav­
ersed in so lively a com pendium  of 
yarns, scientific observations, sensitive 
description, scraps of history, provoca­
tive opin ions and  laughter as in 
Journey A m o n g  M en.
T h e  “jou rney” is a zoological ex­
ped ition  of some 10,000 miles around 
Australia, west coast and inland, by 
two teams of hard-w orking scientists. 
O f the  "m en” encountered, inevitably 
few, M arshall and  Drysdale make 
hu m an  oases in  an em pty land. An 
em inent Professor of Zoology some­
w hat noted  for irascible sallies against 
hu m an  ignorance and folly, M arshall 
here  indulges a genial tolerance for 
these m en of th e  outback fashioned 
in to  oddities or sages by the  pressures 
of endurance and isolation.
Several pages devoted to the  “mys­
tiq u e” of th e  bush p ub , to the  cere­
m onial ecstasy of the  first beer after
“days of dusty trails,” are lyrical 
enough to sha tte r the  convictions of 
the most rigid teetotaller. T hese tiny 
pubs which “verandahed about, stand 
on the plains like ships a t sea” are 
the “real social centres . . . dissem ina­
tors of news and m ail . . . where 
affairs of the  d istric t are decided . . . 
and bargains sealed w ith a d rink .”
Along w ith his lusty hum or, M ar­
shall is blessed w ith ra re  appreciation 
of na tu re 's  ways, her forms, colors and 
m ovem ent, th a t inspire him  at times 
to notable writing.
On the  track to M arble Bar is 
Gallery H ill, “an extraordinary  gran­
ite outcrop . . . whose great boulders 
are engraved w ith hundreds of petro- 
glyphs by long-gone generations of 
Aboriginal artists . . . T h e  granite 
weathered and butchered  by na ture  
m aintains a curious o rder and delicacy 
and rises like architecture ou t of the 
plain. T h e  carvings appear almost 
golden in color for they are ham ­
m ered in to  and beneath the  age-old 
p a tina  of red brown th a t covers the 
boulders . . . One can p ictu re  them  
(the brown m en) squatting  or stand­
ing high on the pinnacles, pounding 
and ham m ering into the granite, the 
sweat ru n n in g  down th e  ochre of their 
foreheads, g run ting  in time to the 
rhythm  of the  blows, o r w ith voices 
lifted  in  an age-old chant. Men of 
the stone age, creating a great gallery 
of art. I t  is conceivable th a t while 
the builders of C hartres were raising 
their sublim e creation to the  glory of 
God, these children  of the  dawn were 
engraving th e ir  vision of the  creation 
of m ankind  on a  cathedral w rought 
by the elem ents from  the  face of the 
earth , a vision open to the  wide light 
of the  sky, to  th e  singing winds of 
the desert and the sparse and cooling 
ra in .”
Parts of the  book, M arshall says, 
were w ritten  as articles for the  Lon­
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don Observer. If many of the geo­
logical, zoological and historical facts, 
th e  debunking  of fantasies — and the 
caustic comments—were fo r the bene­
fit of the  benighted  B ritisher, most of 
them  are illum inating  to us ignorant 
A ustralians. Journey A m o n g  M en  is 
no t ju st ano ther “away-from -it-all” 
book. It brings hom e once again how 
little  we know of ou r continent.
T hough  the fu tu re  of o u r nation  is 
decided among the masses of m en in 
cities and towns, the  vast, harsh land 
at- our back doors still presents itr. 
challenge to be known and understood 
and p u t expertly to hum an use.
T h a t challenge will some day be 
m et, confidently, by the  A ustralian 
people in a world a t peace.
J.T .
THE THEORY OF 
NATIONAL INCOME AND  
EMPLOYMENT, by B. 
Cameron. 170 pp. Cheshire. 
$4.20.
“T H IS  book gives an introductory 
analysis of the influences affecting the 
level of national production, income 
an d  em ploym ent w ith p a rticu lar ref­
erence to A ustralia . . . the  ideas here 
discussed are those stemm ing from J. 
M. Keynes’ The General Theory o f 
E m ploym en t, Interest and M o n ey .” 
(p. ix.)
B oth Keynes and M arx were on 
com m on ground in assessing that 
“historical experience indicates th a t 
there  is no inheren t tendency for a 
capitalist economy to settle in  a posi­
tion of fu ll em ploym ent eq u ilib riu m ” 
(p. 12), a lthough there is only form al 
sim ilarity  between their explanations
for this phenom enon, bo th  in the 
long ru n  and over the  shorter trade 
cycle.
It is a pity that Prof. Cameron 
does not exam ine the longer run  im ­
plications of Keynes’ theory in the 
A ustralian context. Keynes suggested 
th a t the m arginal efficiency of capital 
(roughly, the anticipated  ra te  of 
profit) fell in  the  long ru n  due to the 
progressive exhaustion of the  op p o r­
tunities for the u tilisation  of capital 
goods. Moreover, because of the 
“fundam ental psychological law ” th a t 
only p a rt of an increase in incom e is 
spent on consum ption, the  increasing 
non-consum ed income (savings) does 
no t find sufficiently attractive invest­
m ent possibilities because of the  de­
cline in the  m arginal efficiency of 
capital, leading to a lower level of 
income and  employment.
In  a form al sense, this is sim ilar 
to the  long-term  m arxian  tendency, 
a lthough M arx did no t recognise a 
com m unity propensity to consume bu t 
a class propensity: the working class 
consumed all their incom e whereas 
the  capitalist class accum ulated, and 
the  rising organic composition of 
capital (ratio of expenditu re  on 
m eans of production  to th a t on 
wages) im plied a falling ra te  of profit. 
In the keynesian case, the  decline 
in the ra te  of profit proceeded from  
a purely technological base; in the  
m arxian, from the relations of p ro ­
duction.
Professor Cameron m ight usefully 
have exam ined the  keynesian proposi­
tion since there  is debate in keynesian 
and m arxian  circles abou t the  con­
form ity of these theories w ith experi­
ence. An exhaustive study by the 
m arxist J. G illm an, The Falling R a te  
o f Profit, suggests th a t it has not 
fallen historically; in  this century the
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counteracting tendencies poin ted  to by 
M arx have proved the  stronger force.
Over th e  shorter period trade cycle, 
Keynes’ explanation  d id  not approach 
the  logical consistency of M arx’s. 
Keynes’ fluctuations were due to 
erratic  m ovem ents in prospective 
yields on investm ents (expectations), 
an explanation  which offered little  
scope for developm ent by post- 
keynesians.
On the  basis of the  keynesian con­
cepts, however, an alternative  theory 
has been developed in  term s of the 
in teraction  of the m u ltip lie r and the 
accelerator. In this, a m ultip lied  in ­
come increase derives from a constant 
o r increasing level of autonom ous in ­
vestment, and the  increased consumer 
dem and created by the income incre­
m ents induces fu rth e r investm ent (the 
acceleration principle). T h e  boom 
continues u n til the  full employment 
ceiling is reached where the accelera­
tor operates in reverse, causing the 
dow nturn.
W hile Prof. Cam eron cites this as 
“am ong th e  m ore im portan t of the 
special theories of industrial fluctua­
tions” (p. 86), he  notes th a t it too 
has proved theoretically deficient; the 
explanation  of the  u p tu rn  is unclear, 
as is the  explanation  of the  level of 
“autonom ous” investm ent from  which 
it  derives. Moreover, the  statistically 
calculated acceleration coefficient of 
5 for advanced capitalist countries 
w ould have caused fluctuations of 
greater m agnitude than  have been 
experienced in Australia.
A key ro le is assigned in the  model 
to th e  ra te  of interest, for Keynes 
assumed th a t investm ent proceeds up 
to the p o in t where the m arginal 
efficiency of capital equals the ra te  of 
interest, (pp. 71-3.) H istorically, how­
ever, it seems th a t th e  ra te  of interest 
has had  little  effect on the  level of 
investm ent because companies increas­
ingly are financing investm ent from 
in ternal sources. Prof. Cameron does 
note these objections to the  keynesian 
proposition bu t seems to discount 
them ; " . . .  a firm which finances its 
investm ent by an equity issue may 
no t th in k  the  interest rate  is im port­
an t, b u t . . .  its fu tu re  equity  issues 
will no t be successful if those profits 
fail to m atch prevailing interest 
rates.” (p. 74.) N or will they if profits 
fail to m atch the  prevailing average 
ra te  of profit.
In  A ustralia, given the  p reponder­
an t im portance of non-interest bear­
ing sources for investm ent this would 
seem th e  m ore general statem ent, so 
th a t th e  opportun ity  cost of an in­
vestm ent p roject (p. 72) becomes not 
the  ra te  of interest bu t the average 
ra te  of profit. T h is deduction pro­
ceeds from  a different understanding 
of interest from  the  keynesian. Keynes 
had  to assume for his interest model 
th a t all investm ent is financed by 
borrow ed funds so that interest be­
comes th e  rew ard for no t hoarding. 
In  the m arxian  definition, which 
seems to accord m ore w ith experience, 
interest is the rew ard for lending and 
determ ines the  division of surplus 
value in to  interest and profits, a 
purely  quan tita tiv e  distinction which 
has become institu tionalised  in to  a 
qualitative  one.
From  a m arxist p o in t of view, the 
strength  of the book lies in the m an­
ner in which it reveals the forces 
underm in ing  the  drive for economic 
ra tionality  in  capitalist society. In 
different ways the m ain concern of 
bo th  Keynes and M arx was to reveal 
the anarchic and chaotic n a tu re  of the 
workings of capitalist society. Keynes, 
of course, th ough t these m aladjust-
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merits could be  rem edied w ith in  the 
fram ew ork of the  capitalist system, 
and  to  some extent the  application  
of his theories has m odified its w ork­
ings. Despite the growing role of the 
state, the  separation and contradic­
tions betw een savings and investm ent 
p lans have no t been overcome, and 
m any of Keynes’ suggested palliatives 
(e.g., h igher taxation on the  rich  to 
lower th e ir  propensity to save) have 
no t been effected.
M arxists will argue th a t i t  is be­
cause of th e  very n a tu re  of capitalist 
society th a t such measures cannot be 
introduced, and  therefore th a t the  
triu m p h  of economic ra tionality  will 
be postponed till the  advent of 
socialism.
H e n r y  C a r r o l l .
HISTORY JOURNALS, 
Some comments by W. A. 
W ood.
IN  the  Ju n e  issue of the  jou rnal of 
the  Royal A ustralian H istorical Soci­
ety, Jo h n  Cobley analyses for the  first 
tim e th e  real crimes of the  first fleet 
convicts.
Exam ining the sentences passed on 
646 of them , Mr. Cobley finds no th ing  
sensational. T h e  convicts w eren’t vil­
lage H am pdens or desperate m u rd er­
ers. T h e  biggest total was scored by 
"sim ple th e ft” (247), “highway ro b ­
bery” (48) and the stealing of various 
anim als (61). All b u t 24 of th e  646 
were thieves of some k ind—a small 
k ind . As M r. Cobley says, “highway 
robbery" could m ean stealing a  silk 
handkerchief w orth a shilling. A h u n ­
dred  and ninety of the  thieves were 
lucky to escape being hanged. T h e ir 
d eath  sentences had been com m uted
to transporta tion . Tw o of these were 
guilty of "sacrilege” as well as theft, 
having stolen the  silver from  M agda­
len College chapel, Oxford. T h e  sil­
ver was a good deal m ore sacred th an  
the  lives of the  poor to  the  ru ling  
classes of those days.
So A ustralia  i t  tu rn s out, was fo u n ­
ded by small thieves. T h e  big opera­
tors, like M acarthur, came soon afte r­
ward to steal the country itself, and 
get th e ir photos onto today’s two- 
do llar bills.
One of these thieves (of labor 
power as well as land) was the  Rev. 
Samuel M arsden, and  M ichael Saclier 
in  ano ther article draws a tten tion  to 
a  little-know n m anuscrip t in  the  M it­
chell L ibrary, Sydney, till recently u n ­
catalogued b u t now, says M r. Saclier, 
known to be M arsden’s work.
T h e  MS confirms th a t M arsden was 
opposed to M acarthur—he  was in  E ng­
land  du ring  the R um  Rebellion—b u t 
he w ould have backed B ligh. M ars­
den notes how deeply entrenched 
were the R um  profiteers, saying th a t 
any Governor who took them  on 
w ould find himself up  against the 
"private interests" of m en whose “ac­
tive m inds w ould suggest a thousand 
ways to m ake him  feel the w eight of 
th e ir resentm ent.”
W hy Sydney's A rchbishop Loane, 
newly enthroned, should have singled 
ou t such an unsavoury character as 
M arsden for praise is a  puzzle. T h e  
"flogging parson” stands ou t as a 
tru ly  ha te fu l character even in  the  
rugged times he lived in. H e had  a 
particu lar ha tred  for the  Irish, from  
whom  the Archbishop is descended 
and M r. Saclier offers us a specimen 
of the  "bilious ou tpourings of h a tred  
and fe a r  which drop from  the gentle  
parson.”
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Marsden refers to , . . “ the Irish 
N ation, who are  the most wild, ig­
n o ran t and savage race th a t were ever 
favored w ith the  L ight of Civilisa­
tio n ” and dem ands a continued ban 
on the  Catholic religion. If  Dr. Loane 
is really p ro u d  to count such a m an 
am ong the  church ’s founding fathers 
in  N.S.W., the  rest of us can only 
say he is welcome to him .
MOST im po rtan t of the new re­
search articles in  May, 1966, Labor 
H istory, bu lle tin  of the  A ustralian 
Society for the  Study of Labor His­
tory, is the overdue re-telling by West 
A ustralian  historian , B. K. de Garis of 
the  story of “W est A ustralia’s Eureka.”
On May 4, 1919, the  W harf L um ­
pers’ U nion of Frem antle defeated 
a ttem pts by the  Governm ent, and an 
arm ed body of police, to unload a 
“ black” sh ip  w ith  scab labor. T hey 
d id  this w ith th e  loss of T hom as 
Edwards, a w aterside w orker killed in 
the  struggle. B u t they forced the  re­
signation of the  Prem ier (Sir) Hal. 
Colebatch.
Unskilled workers were able to 
score a clear-cut win over an anti- 
L abor G overnm ent and get rid  of it. 
Such incidents are too rare  in our 
history, and m uch too rarely talked 
about. As de Garis says, “T hom as Ed­
wards was soon forgotten .” One of 
Labor H istory’s tasks is to see that 
such workers are not forgotten.
FIVE JOURNEYS FROM 
JAKARTA, by Maslyn 
Williams. Collins, 382 pp. 
$4.50.
INDONESIA, com prising 3000 islands, 
inhab ited  by some 100 m illion people, 
is o u r nearest neighbor in South East
Asia. Most A ustralians knew nothing 
of these people u n til 20-25 years ago. 
Particu larly  since the  m id 1950’s, due 
to the Federal L iberal G overnm ent’s 
foreign and  dom estic policies, we have 
been fed on a crude fare of "threats 
from  the colored n o rth ” and the 
“civilised w hite ou tpost” concept.
U nfortunately  there  have been too 
few books, good, indifferent or even 
bad, to cast m ore than  a glim m er of 
ligh t on  the subject. C ertainly not 
enough to  try  and bridge m ore than 
a century  of neglect.
Maslyn W illiam s gives us the oppor­
tu n ity  to gain some understand ing  of 
the Indonesian people. Using Jakarta  
as a  base, he travelled (in early 1965) 
off the  by-ways to Sulawesi, Bali, 
Sum atra, Java, Irian  Barat.
W ritten  in a very frank first person, 
the a u th o r reveals a sincere affection 
for the  people; “I fe lt a  great love 
. . . and  sense of oneness w ith this 
old m an and all the  people round  
about.” H e enjoys everyday conversa­
tion  w ith  the coolie, the vendor, the 
peasant, the new settler, their p ride  in 
living free from  D utch oppression; is 
amazed a t th e  long standing and 
highly skilled culture. C om paring a 
perform ance of the  classical Balinese 
Legong Dance, he ponders that, having 
recently seen h igh  class western ballet 
(in New York) “I was vaguely ashamed 
th a t I had  thought the others (west­
ern) graceful.” T h e  Balinese dancers 
were 12 years old!
T h e  w riter vividly brings to life the 
people’s everyday activities — a t the 
m arkets, on th e  streets, “gotong roy- 
ong” (com m unal efforts), cockfighting, 
a vicious bloodsport a t the  fair; the 
perseverance to overcome illiteracy, to 
b u ild  a widespread m edical service, 
develop new industries.
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W hat were Mr. W illiam s’ reasons 
for such a trip? " I  am going to look 
for a tru th  w hich will satisfy m e” and 
“I do no t wish to accept any m ore 
ready-m ade judgm ents th ru st upon me 
by professional politicians and glib 
com m entators.”
Does he succeed? Find his tru th?  
Shed the  “ready-m ade judgm ents?” 
N early h a lf way through the  book (p. 
166) h e  adm its he  still “becomes con­
fused" and  even on the last page bar 
one (p. 381) " I  could see, miserably, 
only long bleak vistas of my own 
ignorance.”
B ut one cannot completely agree 
w ith  Mr. W illiam s' pessimistic ap ­
praisal of himself. His objectivity and 
h u m an ity  seem to be m uch stronger 
than  this negative self-appraisal w ar­
rants. H is journeys a re  no t super­
ficial b u t deep and probing, though, 
of course, correct, o r clear and simple 
results do no t always easily come even 
from  such a basically sound approach. 
B u t come they do.
W hile he  faithfully  records, recog­
nises and, I  believe, condem ns the 
re ta rd in g  and oppressive 350 years of 
D utch  colonial rule, he e ith e r does not 
recognise o r understand the  advent of 
th e  newer, somewhat m ore subtle post­
war colonialism th a t has developed 
from  the  very forces th a t spawned the 
now disintegrated colonial empires.
In F ive Journeys  a few comm unists 
are m et, and  a fair b it  of an ti­
com m unism  unveiled. Maybe some 
things have been even prophetic. For 
exam ple, the  surprise of th e  au thor, 
no ting  the strength and influence of 
the  PK I, learn ing first h and  accounts 
of the  wrecking (by Islamic students) 
of the  Com m unist Youth O rganisa­
tio n ’s bu ild ing  in Malang. And the
comm unists were defeated in  labor 
un ion  elections (by well-organised 
Islamic groups) in Sourabaya’s largest 
iron  foundry.
A skin buyer comments: “T h e  com­
m unists have some good ideas and they 
work hard , b u t they should no t sham e 
the  rest of the Indonesian people w ith 
their childish dem onstrations.” (p. 
261.)
General N asution was then  organisa­
tional head of the N ational Front, in 
charge of all the  regular and  volun­
teer fighting forces, police, organised 
work force and am ateur spying sys­
tems. H e thus became a symbol of 
strength, and well placed for the  a n ti­
com m unist forces. General N asution 
is “ a nice m an, a religious m an, gen­
erous and fa ir in  all his dealings.” T h e  
au th o r meets Lukm an, second top 
com m unist, who came from  the D utch 
hell camp in New G uinea du ring  the  
war, to A ustralia  w ith his m other, now 
buried  in N.S.W. H e revisited her 
grave in 1963. "A simple, decent m an, 
m ore h eart than  m ind .” Now exe­
cuted by N asution’s forces.
Are the  comm unists crushed com­
pletely? For a m ovem ent th a t was 
prim arily  responsible for Sukarno p ro ­
claim ing the  1945 Independence, th a t 
organised peasants for lan d  reform  and 
developed the largest national trade 
un ion  organisations, there is still a 
base to begin anew'. B ut there  are 
b itte r  lessons to be learned.
W hatever the  politics, the dream s 
and tensions, Maslyn W illiam s reveals 
th e  people of Indonesia. G etting to 
know them  through his book can be 
a thoroughly enjoyable experience for 
everyone and stim ulate desire for 
fu rth e r knowledge and contact.
M a n n i e  B u r n h a m .
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THE INTERNATIONAL  
BRIGADES— SPAIN, 1936- 
1939, by Vincent Brome. 
Heinemann, $6.40.
T H IS  book poses, and attem pts to 
answer, some questions about the 
origin and  purpose of the  In ter­
national Brigades, how they fared, 
how today’s survivors view their p a r­
ticipation in th e  fight of the  Spanish 
people.
T h e  au th o r pays tr ib u te  to the 
motives of the  thousands of mostly 
young m en who flocked to  Spain from 
m any countries of the  world to help 
defend th e  dem ocratically elected 
G overnm ent. H e  acknowledges the 
heroic fight they waged in all the 
m ajor battles—from  the crucial de­
fence of M adrid  in  Novem ber 1936 
to the  final struggle on the  Ebro River 
alm ost three years later. T h e ir  n um ­
bers were small, th e ir losses in dead 
and w ounded in p roportion  huge.
M uch is m ade all th rough  the book 
of the  difficulties and differences that 
existed betw een the  various nationa li­
ties composing th e  Brigades, and  be­
tween the  Brigades and the  Spanish 
G overnm ent and  command.
It is certainly tru e  there  were d if­
ferences, there  was grum bling, there 
were opposing policies and ideologies. 
For the  early m onths there  was no 
unified com m and, no  single strategy. 
In  add ition  to th a t p a r t of the  old 
arm y w hich rem ained  loyal, the 
Socialists organised and comm anded 
their own m ilitia  forces; so d id  the 
Anarchists and  th e  Communists, and 
it  was only th e  u rgen t needs of the 
war th a t eventually  b rough t a unified 
arm y and unified comm and. H ad  this 
existed a t the  beginning, the o u t­
come could well have been different.
As the war dragged on disillusion­
m ent grew, the weak and  the  weary 
found  continu ing  defeats unbearable, 
division and distrust grew. I t  was 
naive to th in k , as so m any of us did, 
th a t the  fine in te rnational outlook 
insp iring  the  Brigades autom atically 
m ade for sm ooth and efficient ru n ­
n ing  of armies. In  spite of these 
handicaps, discipline rem ained high 
and fighting sp irit good.
M uch of w hat Brom e records is 
obviously colored by his own beliefs. 
Perhaps the outstand ing  exam ple is 
found  in  C hapter 2, "O rig in  of the 
Brigades” . H e quotes from  a book, 
1 was a Spy  fo r  Stalin, w ritten  by 
one Krivitsky (alias Ginsberg), alleg­
edly Chief of Soviet M ilitary In te lli­
gence in  W estern Europe. According 
to this, Moscow decided th a t move­
m ents of volunteers to Spain m ust be 
secretly policed by th e  OG PU, in ­
form ers p lan ted  to  weed ou t sus­
pected spies, m em bers whose opinions 
were no t strictly orthodox elim inated, 
and reading m atte r and conversation 
supervised.
T h a t  any m eetings m ade such de­
cisions is extrem ely doubtfu l, b u t cer­
tainly th e  alleged decisions were not 
carried  ou t, as can be vouched fo r by 
any A ustralian  who saw service in the 
Brigade.
T h ere  are m any sim ilar u n a u th en ti­
cated tales. O ne m entions C harlotte 
H aldane, who worked in a Paris 
recru itm ent centre, and  this abounds 
w ith  tales of secret addresses, pass­
words, cross-examinations, police 
shadowings, and  o th er ingredients of 
TV  secret service stories.
My personal experience was very 
different. I  walked in to  Mrs. H al­
dane’s office, told he r my nam e and
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th a t I w anted  to go to Spain. I had 
no credentials, was asked no questions 
except w hether I was a  good w'alker, 
and  told to come back in  two days, 
when I set ou t w ith some English 
lads for ou r common destination— 
via the  sum m it of the  Pyrenees. No 
questions, no pass-words, e ither then 
or when we reached Spain.
La Pasionaria, the nam e of a hero­
ine of Spain adm ired by m illions 
th roughou t the  world, is victim  of an 
attack, foul even if true, abou t he r 
private life which is dragged in w ith ­
ou t any reason o ther th an  besm irch­
ing her.
T h e  last chapter “T h e  R etu rn  
H om e,” carries vignettes on the  lives 
of some who got back safely to the 
U nited  States and B ritain . Most of 
those quoted  were, b u t a re  no  longer, 
com m unists, now rejecting their past 
associations and actions.
T h ere  are a very few notable ex­
ceptions. One of these is Alvah 
Bessie, one of the  im prisoned Holly­
wood T en . H e told th e  au thor: “I 
have no t changed my opinions, des­
p ite  all a ttem pts to debunk that 
cause, to slander the Spanish R epub­
lic G overnm ent and the  USSR’s in ­
volvem ent in th a t fight.”
For myself, I am 100 pe r cent, w ith 
him  and am confident th a t the  o th er 
A ustralians who participa ted  in w hat 
the  book calls “ the  last o f the  great 
crusades” are too.
As for V incent Brome, his effort 
seems to be p a rt of today’s no t so 
sophisticated anti-com m unism , ra ther 
th an  an  a ttem p t a t historical rep o rt­
ing.
Sam Aarons.
PENAL COLONY TO  
PENAL POWERS, 
by J. Hutson. Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, 229 pp. 
$1.50.
T H IS  publication  by the  A m alga­
m ated Engineering U nion is a new 
dep artu re  in union activity.
T h e  need for a study and analysis 
of the  peculiar and com plicated a rb i­
tra tio n  system, from the  p o in t of view 
of m ilitan t trade unionism , is well m et 
by the  au thor, who is a research officer 
of the AEU. T h e  study covers the  
early period of settlem ent, briefly 
touches on  the beginnings and the 
first activities of the trade unions, 
shows clearly the forces which led to 
the  establishm ent of the  a rb itra tion  
system and critically analyses some of 
the  practices of a rb itra tion  over the 
years.
T h is book is m ore for th e  converted, 
th a t is, for th e  active m ilitan t worker 
who takes m ore than  a passing in te r­
est in the  never-ending struggle under 
capitalism  for a greater share of the 
enorm ous wealth produced.
T h is is no t to deny the  strength of 
the  argum ents presented, for exam ple, 
against the  theory th a t wage increases 
are the  cause of price increases, or 
th a t the  best way to raise wages is by 
a well argued and docum ented case 
before the court.
T h e  au th o r convincingly shows th a t 
th e  decisions of the court are in ­
fluenced by the extent o f mass agita­
tion and activity outside th e  court.
H e refers to the  classic exam ple of 
the  court’s a ttitu d e  to  the  claim  for 
three  weeks’ annual leave. In  1961 it 
was recognised in p rincip le  b u t re ­
fused because of over-full em ploym ent; 
in 1962 it was again recognised in
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princip le b u t refused because of in ­
creased unem ploym ent; in 1963 it was 
g ranted  following the biggest trade 
union cam paign since the  m etal trades 
dispute of 1947, over-em ploym ent or 
under-em ploym ent notw ithstanding.
T h e  N ational Civic Council argu­
m ents for a wage adjusted according 
to a national productivity  index are 
set out, analysed and annih ilated  in a 
fashion this reader has never before 
seen, and the  positive alternative of a 
living wage very ably presented.
However, the  most topical and in ­
deed the m ost im portan t section of 
the book is the  la tte r p a rt dealing 
with the penal powers and other re­
pressive legislation.
H ere the au th o r sets ou t the truly 
massive legal appara tus established to 
ensure “m axim um  exploitation and 
th a t the big investm ent in m odern 
p lan t does not lie idle, th a t the labor 
employed m ust present itself for work 
when requ ired .”
Such an  assessment of the real 
n a tu re  of the  penal powers is not the 
academic approach, a m ere statem ent 
of the position, b u t a class approach 
to the problem  and  a m ilitan t dem and 
for their removal.
“T h e  first pro test against penal 
powers took place in 1840 when public 
m eetings in  Sydney and a petition 
signed by 2,856 was instrum ental in 
m odifying the harshest features of a 
new M asters and Servants Act.” So 
penal powers go back a long way in 
the  history of the  A ustralian  labor 
m ovem ent and  the  struggle against 
their application, as the au th o r shows, 
is a con tinu ing  one reaching high 
spots a t p a rticu la r periods of history.
Active opposition over recent years 
has been ham pered by ineffective 
leadership from  the  r ig h t wing in 
control of t h e . A ustralian Council of
T rad e  Unions, b u t the  au tho r warns 
against seeking short cuts, or theories 
of the  m ilitan ts “going it  alone.”
Penal powers have been used to 
ho ld  back th e  struggles of wide sec­
tions, and th e ir  removal, the author 
argues, is therefore a problem  for the 
whole of the  trade  un ion  m ovement 
including those sections which have 
not, as yet, felt the “ legal lash.”
In  the  p resen t era of rap id  tech­
nological change and autom ation, the 
need fo r removal of penal powers be­
comes still m ore pressing, as new de­
m ands fo r a un ion  say in the control 
of industry  and in the in troduction 
of new processes are added to the 
trad itiona l ones.
In  such a serious, and a t times in­
volved discussion on these issues, the 
au th o r’s saving grace of a sense of 
hum or makes the book extremely 
readable.
T h is  is no t a book to have on the 
bookshelf. I t  is m ore a tool of trade 
fo r the  trade un ion  activist. B u t that 
is no t its lim it. I t  is indeed a scholarly 
con tribu tion  to the  small b u t growing 
lite ra tu re  abou t the  history, traditions 
and perspectives of the A ustralian 
labor m ovement.
T h e  a u th o r’s scientific m ethod of 
investigating th e  reality  he  is con­
cerned w ith, and  presentation of facts 
ra th e r th an  declam atory opinions, 
makes this book an  im portan t one for 
m arxist theoreticians to study.
T h e  Com m onw ealth Council of the 
AEU, in  authorising  its publication, 
has set a precedent th a t could well be 
followed by m any o ther unions con­
cerned w ith the solution of some of 
the  m ajo r problem s w ith which his­
tory has confronted them.
R a y  C l a r k e .
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